ENUGULA VEERASWAMY'S JOURNAL
fear, they keep themselves aloof and so he Is the first highest person who
keeps himself aloof and the one who thrusts himself on others and the one
who appeases are lustrous in their nature. They have not acquired these
comforts by their natural disposition. Thus the three accused each other.
There is another story I heard. One English gentleman asked a
Brahmin in what way is he superior to him when both of them have the
same body made up of blood and flesh and other limbs. The Brahmin
replied that just as the sour mango and sweet mango are so called because
of their taste though they are from the same branches bearing the same leaves
and ripen in the same season and have the same skin, juice, and seed, so Is
the difference between Brahmins and others. He further said that Brahmins
never claimed themselves to be great but that they said that God willed
thus. Just as the mangoes by their taste are called sour and sweet by
those who eat them. God, knowing the essence In the Brahmins' body called
him as the best and proved his superiority over the others.
19th June, 1831
We stayed at Cuttack till the afternoon of Sunday the nineteenth to
see two Englishmen Brenlaw and Kifen Blake and left the place by one
thirty. Arrived at a place called Gopalpur ten miles from this place, by five,
we crossed by boats the river Mahanadi which flanked the city Cuttack and
there is a road between the mango groves and It is a pleasant journey. Gopal-
pur is a big town with a market place and a big temple of Narasimhaswamy
in the middle o f the town which accommodates pilgrims In the temple
compound itself, separate houses being constructed for Brahmins inside and
for lower castes outside the wall. Hence we stayed in the temple only.
The idol of Narasimhaswamy Is well decorated and the priest of this country
performs worship twice daily. According to the South Indian tradition,
in the available space there is a platform known as Mantapam in front of the
sanctum sanctorum. Everything is available in this place. We crossed
two rivers on foot before Gopalpur and they are called Bhargava and Kusa.
IQthJune, 1831
On the morning of Monday the twentieth we woke up at one thirty
and started for a place called Satyawadi twenty miles from this place and
arrived there by two. On our way it rained a bit at a place called PippilL
Though we were experiencing rain ever since we left Calcutta, it Is only today
that we are caught in the rain and are wet. As it is the twelfth lunar day
tomorrow 'Dwadasi' and as I wanted to feed some Brahmins on that occasion
at the great pilgrimage centre Jagannatham (Purl) we had to undertake
such a long journey today. This is also a big place and a great centre. We
stayed in a Math as it is very big. There is a temple of Gopalamurthy here
and a river Vajrarekha flows near the temple.
The legend ,of this place goes to say that once upon a time there lived
a respectable Brahmin in Gokul Brindavan who vowed .that he would give